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EDITORIAL

ARTICLES ON ENTREPRENEURIAL ECOSYSTEMS PUBLISHED IN
BRAZILIAN JOURNALS

ARTIGOS SOBRE ECOSSISTEMAS EMPREENDEDORES PUBLICADOS
EM PERIODICOS BRASILEIROS!

Fernando Antonio Prado Gimenez?

In this editorial, | provide a brief description of articles on
entrepreneurial ecosystems published in Brazilian journals. As a result of my
constant monitoring of entrepreneurship publications in Brazilian journals, |
located 45 articles published between 2015 and 2023, whose titles or keywords
contained the term ‘“entrepreneurial ecosystem" or “entrepreneurship
ecosystem."” However, one article was excluded as it did not address any
aspect related to entrepreneurial ecosystems, despite having the term in its title.

While research on the influence of context on entrepreneurial activities
has a long history in the field of entrepreneurship (e.g., COOPER, 1981,
GARTNER, 1983; BIRLEY, 1985; MALECKI, 1990), the focus on
entrepreneurial ecosystems is more recent (e.g., COHEN, 2006; ISENBERG,
2010; FELD, 2012; ACS; AUTIO; SZERB, 2014; STAM, 2015)3. In Brazil, on the
other hand, research on entrepreneurial ecosystems is more recent and has
gained momentum since 2021.

Between 2015 and 2017, | found a nascent production, totaling five

articles. In the following three years, the Brazilian production of articles in

1 DOI: doi.org/ 10.5281/zen0do0.8196938

2 Universidade Federal do Parana. relise2016@gmail.com

3 See Gimenez, Inacio Janior and Stefenon (2022) for a more detailed description about
entrepreneurial ecosystem research.
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national journals tripled, reaching 16 texts. And between 2021 and May 2023,
there were 23 articles. Most of the published articles (33) are from researchers
affiliated with Brazilian educational/research institutions. In six of the articles,
there is co-authorship between Brazilians and at least one foreign author. In the
other five articles, all authors are foreigners. In a preliminary analysis of this
corpus, | noticed some peculiarities®.

Firstly, the reported studies are mostly descriptive, with very incipient
approaches to the phenomenon (e.g., SOUZA et al.,, 2015; CARVALHO;
VIANA; MANTOVANI, 2016; PEREIRA; SOUSA, 2020; FIALHO et al., 2022). In
smaller numbers, there are studies that present causal/relational empirical
approaches, implying more complex approaches to the topic (e.g., ALVES et
al., 2019; CAMPOS; MORAES; SPATTI, 2021), as well as literature reviews
(e.g., LIMA et al., 2023) and conceptual propositions (e.g., SIFFERT,;
GUIMARAES, 2020; STEFENON; THOM, 2020; GIMENEZ, 2022). Finally,
some articles present tools or methodological propositions for measuring
entrepreneurial ecosystems and formulating public policies (e.g., DIONISIO;
INACIO JUNIOR, 2017; LA ROVERE; SANTOS; VASCONCELLOS, 2021;
DIONISIO et al., 2022).

Secondly, there is a division between articles that focus on specific
actors or organizations in the entrepreneurial ecosystem, such as universities,
funding agencies, financiers, among others (e.g., MINEIRO et al., 2016a;
SILVA; BASTOS, 2019; OLIVEIRA et al., 2021; SILVA et al., 2021; LEITE et al.,
2022; SCAFF; SILVA; PEREIRA, 2022), while others address the entirety of
actors and organizations that integrate entrepreneurial ecosystems (e.g.,
SANTOS; PEIXOTO, 2019; DIONISIO et al., 2023; RAMOS; VASCONCELOS;
OLIVEIRA, 2023).

4 Papers auhtored Only by foreign authors were not included (BAAZIZ, 2019; GARCIA et al.,
2018; GONZALO et al., 2022; VALENTE; DANTAS; BRITO, 2020; YAO et al., 2022).
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Thirdly, there is a diversity of geographical levels of analysis of
entrepreneurial ecosystems: municipal (e.g., MINEIRO et al., 2016b;
JELIHOVSCHI.; MARTINS; SANT'ANNA, 2018; DOMINGUES et al., 2019;
LOPES, 2020; RIBEIRO; LUIZ FILHO; SILVA, 2022), state (e.g., MARTINS;
OLAVE; ROCHA, 2022; SILVA et al., 2022; RAMOS; VASCONCELOS;
OLIVEIRA, 2023), regional (e.g., SANTOS FILHO et al., 2022; SILVA; SOUZA;
KATO-CRUZ; ENDO, 2022), and national (e.g., INACIO JUNIOR et al., 2016;
REIS; ARAGAO, 2018; CORDEIRO; SPOLADORE, 2021; LA ROVERE;
SANTOS; VASCONCELLOS, 2021; FERREIRA et al., 2023). | also observed
that some studies focus on rural areas (e.g., MOREIRA; RENAULT, 2021;
COSTA; GALINA; SANCHEZ-HERNANDEZ, 2018).

In conclusion, it appears that the topic of entrepreneurial ecosystems is
gaining greater relevance among entrepreneurship scholars in Brazil. This is a
fertile field of study that presents different possibilities of approaches and
analyses. Beyond descriptive studies focused on specific aspects of
entrepreneurial ecosystems, | suggest that future studies seek to explore the
dynamics of relationships between actors in entrepreneurial ecosystems, as
done by Rocha et al. (2023), going beyond research on components or
structures of entrepreneurial ecosystems.

Understanding the different modes of functioning of entrepreneurial
ecosystems can contribute to more consistent explanations of their
effectiveness. In this regard, approaches from the perspective of complex
adaptive systems are promising (ROUNDY; BRADSHAW; BROCKMAN, 2018).

Another research possibility involves identifying configurations of
entrepreneurial ecosystems, as they are dependent on trajectories and cultural,
social, and political contexts. Hence, finding the ideal model of an

entrepreneurial ecosystem is impossible. This approach has been the focus of
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recent studies, such as Vedula and Fitz (2019), Xie et al. (2021), and Schrijvers,
Stam, and Bosma (2023)°.

Finally, studies on entrepreneurial ecosystems can and should generate
new knowledge that supports the formulation of public policies for
entrepreneurship. After all, entrepreneurial ecosystems are seen as
concentrations of spatially different actors and organizations whose interactions
create environments favorable to the emergence of entrepreneurial activities.
Therefore, | recommend the practice of including in articles implications for

public entrepreneurship policies resulting from the achieved results.
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